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BORDER  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


5,  Victoria  Place. 
Carlisle. 

August,  1962. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Border  Rural  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I herewith  submit  my  Annual  Report  on  the  health  of 
the  district  for  the  year  1961. 

The  population,  as  estimated  by  the  Registrar  General,  at 
mid  year  1961  was  29,480,  being  a decrease  of  170  on  the 
previous  year.  The  actual  census  hgures  shows  a slightly 
higher  figure  at  29,647. 

The  corrected  Birth  rate  of  17.7  per  1,000  of  population 
showed  a fall  as  compared  with  the  high  rate  of  20.8  recorded 
in  1960  but  compares  favourably  with  the  England  and  Wales 
rate  of  17.4. 

The  corrected  Death  rate  of  13.1  per  1,000  of  population 
was  slightly  higher  than  the  rate  of  12.4  the  previous  year  and 
compares  with  a rate  of  12.0  for  the  Country  generally. 

The  Infandle  Mortality  rate  of  19.7  per  1,000  live  births 
was  an  improvement  on  the  rate  of  22.3  recorded  in  1 960  and 
compares  with  the  England  and  Wales  rate  of  21.4  In  the 
County  of  Cumberland  the  rate  for  1961  was  22.6. 

Infectious  disease  notifications  totalled  595,  a very  marked 
increase  over  1960  when  114  notifications  were  received.  Of 
the  above  total,  571  related  to  measles  notifications.  In  view 
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of  the  known  fact  that  measles  epidemics  tend  to  occur  every 
two  years,  this  marked  increase  was  fully  ex|?ected. 

^ No  case  of  Poliomyelitis  has  occurred  in  the  district  for 
(he  past  three  years  althougli  four  cases  occurred  in  other 
par,s  of  the  County  during  1961. 

All  the  water  undertakings  of  the  Border  Rural  District 
Council  were  taken  over  by  the  Carlisle  Corporation  on  Is! 
Ap  il,  1961,  in  accordance  with  the  Carlisle  Water  Order 
following  on  a Ministry  enquiry  held  in  October,  1959.  As 
M.O.H.  for  the  Border  Rural  District  Council,  1 feel  I have 
still  a certain  responsibility  regarding  water  supplies  in  th.c 
area  and  I would  here  record  my  thanks  to  Mr.  D.  G.  Milroy, 
Engineer  and  Manager  of  the  City  of  Carlisle  Water  Under- 
tak  ng  for  his  courtesy  and  co-operation  in  passing  infonnation 
and  especially  his  attention  to  any  complaints  received  in  this 
office  regarding  water  supplies. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  report  that  considerable  progress  was 
made  during  the  year  with  regard  to  new  sewerage  works  at 
Longtown  and  Rockcliffe  and  details  of  these  and  other 
improvements  are  given  by  Mr.  W.  Skerry,  Engineer,  within 
the  body  of  this  report. 

During  the  year  195  houses  were  built,  59  by  the  Council 
and  136  by  private  enterprise.  Full  details  of  these  are  given 
by  Mr.  John  Hill,  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  and  Hous- 
ing Manager,  in  his  report. 

Owing  to  the  retirement,  on  health  grounds,  of  Mr.  J. 
S.  Watson,  M.B.E.,  in  October,  1961,  certain  re-arrangements 
of  duties  were  made  and  these  are  fully  e.xplained  in  Mr. 
Hill’s  report.  I would  here  record  my  grateful  thanks  to 
Mr.  Watson  for  all  the  help  and  advice  he  has  given  me 
since  my  appointment  over  ten  years  ago.  His  long  assoc- 
iation and  valuable  services  given  to  the  Border  Council 
have  already  been  recognised  but  I would  like  to  add  my 
personal  appreciation. 
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My  thanks  are  again  due  to  all  members  of  the  Council 
for  their  interest  and  support  in  health  matters. 

I would  also  thank  my  colleagues  in  all  departments 
of  the  Border  Staff  and  especially  members  of  the  Health 
Department  who  have  worked  so  willingly  and  well  over 
the  past  year. 

I am.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant 

K.  J.  THOMSON 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF 
THE  AREA 


Area  of  District  in  Acres  248,860 

Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  resident  population 

at  mid  year  1961  29,480 

Number  of  Inhabited  houses  (according  to  Rate 

Book)  8,698 

Rateable  Value  £375,939 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  £1,508 


POPULATION 


The  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  the  population  at 
mid-year  1961  was  29,480  being  a decrease  of  170  on  the 
previous  year.  According  to  the  Census  figures  for  1961, 
however,  the  population  was  estimated  at  29,647,  but  so  far 
as  the  vital  statistic  figures  are  concerned  these  have  been 
bared  on  the  Registrar  General’s  estimate. 


The  following  table  gives  the  population  figures  for  the 
last  10  years.  It  will  be  noted  that  there  has  been  very 
slight  variation  although  in  the  past  2 years  there  has  been 
a slight  fall;  this  was  probably  due  to  a reduction  in  the  per- 
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Service 

Personnel 
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Civilian 

and 

Service 
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Agriculture  and  Dairy  Farming  continue  to  be  the  main 
industries  in  the  district  and  so  far  as  I am  aware  no  new 
industries  were  started  in  the  area  during  the  year. 


Spadeadam  Rocket  Testing  Site  still  functions,  but  with 
a considerably  reduced  technical  and  labour  force.  At  the 
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time  of  writing  this  report,  however,  it  would  seem  that  more 
people  may  be  employed  in  this  work. 

There  was  no  serious  unemployment  during  the  year 
and  the  Kingmoo(r/Cargo  Railway  Marshalling  Yard  ab- 
sorbed much  of  the  labour  force  of  the  district. 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Births: 


(a)  Live  Births 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

228 

208 

436 

Illegitimate 

11 

8 

19 

Total  239 

216 

455 

Birth  Rate  per 

1,000  of  estimated 

population 

15.4 

(Crude  Rate) 

Birth  Rate  corrected  by  Comparability  factor 

17.7 

(b)  Still  Births 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

2 

6 

8 

Illegitimate 

— 

1 

1 

Total  2 

7 

9 

Rate  per  1,000  total  births  19.4 

The  above  figure  compares  with  a rate  of  27.1  in  1960. 

eaths: 

Males  Females 

Total 

Deaths  (all  ages) 

179 

216 

395 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000 
of  population  ... 
Corrected  Death  Rate  per 
1,000  of  population  ... 
Deaths  from  Puerperal  and 
Maternal  Causes 
Maternal  Mortality  Rate 
per  1,000  total  Births 


13.4 

13.1 

Nil 

Nil 
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Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age: 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  Births  19.7 

There  was  no  deaths  of  illegitimate  infants. 

Deaths  from — 


Cancer  

50 

Measles  

Nil 

Whooping  Cough  

Nil 

Diarrhoea  under  2 years  of  age 

Nil 

The  following  table,  showing  the  vital  statistics  for  Eng- 

land  and  Wales  and  certain  groups  in  the  County  of  Cumber- 
land for  the  year,  1961,  is  given  for  comparison. 


Crude 

Crude 

Infantile 

Birth 

Death  Mortality 

Rate 

Rate 

Rate 

England  and  Wales 

17.4 

12.0 

21.4 

Administrative  County  of  Cumberland 
Urban  Districts  of  Cumberland  (includ- 
ing Boroughs  of  Workington,  and 

17.6 

12.3 

22.6 

Whitehaven) 

17.8 

12.6 

22.4 

Rural  Districts  of  Cumberland 

BORDER  RURAL  DISTRICT  — 

17.5 

12.1 

22.6 

CRUDE  RATES 

BORDER  RURAL  DISTRICT  — 

15.4 

13.4 

19.7 

CORRECTED  RATES  

17.7 

13.1 

19.7 

Infantile  Mortality. 

There  were  9 deaths  of  infants  under  1 year  of  age  giving 
an  Infantile  Mortality  rate  of  19.7  per  thousand  live  births 
as  complied  with  a rate  of  22.3  in  1960.  The  rate  for  the 
administrative  County  of  Cumberland  was  22.6  per  thousand 
live  births  while  that  for  England  and  Wales  was  21.4. 

Of  the  infants  who  died,  six  were  boys  and  three  girls. 
They  were  all  born  in  a Maternity  Hospital  and  with  one 
exception  all  died  in  Hospital.  In  the  case  of  two  babies, 
however,  they  died  in  a General  Hospital  having  been  ad- 
mitted from  the  Maternity  Hospital  of  birth  for  operative 
procedure. 

It  will  be  noted  from  the  following  table  that  eight  died 
in  the  first  month  of  life  and  indeed  seven  of  the  above  died 
within  three  days  of  birth. 
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Infantile  Mortality 

Rate  1949-61 

Horder  Rural 

District 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate 
England 

Year 

population 

7'otal  deaths  Border  R.D. 

and  Wales 

1949 

29.660 

13 

25 

32 

1950 

29,220 

27 

35.9 

29.8 

1951 

28,720 

8 

17.6 

29.6 

1952 

30,200 

12 

28.2 

27.6 

1953 

30.070 

8 

18.8 

26.8 

1954 

29,940 

16 

37.4 

25.5 

1955 

30.040 

9 

20.5 

24.9 

1956 

29,980 

13 

30.9 

23.8 

1957 

29,440 

8 

17.7 

23.0 

1958 

29,990 

12 

26.0 

22.5 

1959 

30,660 

10 

21.6 

22.0 

1960 

29,650 

' ,12 

22.3 

21.7 

1961 

29,480 

9 

19.7 

21.4 

Maternal  Mortality. 

It  is  again  pleasing  to  report  that  there  were  no  maternal 
deaths  during  1961  and  it  is  now  7 years  since  such  a death 
occurred. 


Cancer  Mortality. 

According  to  the  Registrar  General’s  figures  there  were 
50  deaths  from  all  forms  of  Cancer,  equal  to  12.6%  of  all 
deaths  and  equivalent  to  a rate  of  1.7  per  thousand  of  pop- 
ulation. These  figures  are  slightly  up  on  the  rate  for  1960, 
but  are  still  well  below  the  National  rate.  Nearly  one  fifth 
of  all  deaths  in  England  and  Wales  are  due  to  some  form  of 
Cancer. 

Cancer  deaths  generally  are  still  increasing  each  year 
and  in  the  case  of  Lung  Cancer  such  deaths  are  increasing 
by  about  1,000  per  year.  In  the  case  of  the  Border  area 
there  were  nine  deaths  from  Cancer  of  the  Lung,  eight  in 
men  and  one  in  a woman,  as  compared  with  a total  of  five 
in  1960.  With  one  exception  all  were  heavy  cigarette  smokers 
There  is  no  doubt  that  cigarette  smoking  of  the  order  of  20 
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or  more  a day  is  an  important  factor  in  the  causation  of  Lung 
Cancer,  although  admittedly  there  are  many  other  factors 
concerned. 

The  average  age  at  death  of  males  was  68.2  while  that 
of  females  was  65.6  being  much  the  same  as  last  years 
figures.  The  age  range  of  Cancer  deaths  in  males  was  54-81, 
only  two  being  below  the  age  of  60  years;  while  in  the  case 
of  females  the  range  was  31-85  years,  ten  being  below  the  age 
of  60  years. 

Location  of  Disease. 

Alimentary  System  Males 

Oesophagus  — 

Stomach  3 

Bowel  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Pancreas  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Liver  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Reproductive  System: 

Breast  — 

Uterus  — 

Ovary  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Genito  Urinary  System: 

Prostate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Bladder  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Respiratory  System: 

Lung  and  Bronchus  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Leukaemia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Other  Sites  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

21 


Females 

2 

5 

2 

2 

2 

3 
2 

4 


1 

1 

2 

3 

29 


Deaths  from  all  causes. 

The  total  deaths  recorded  in  1961  was  395,  being  an 
increase  of  10  over  the  previous  year,  giving  a crude  death 
rate  of  13.4  per  thousand  of  population  and  a corrected 
rate  of  13.1.  This  compares  with  the  rate  of  12.4  in  1960 
and  an  England  and  Wales  figure  for  1961  of  12.0,  while 
that  of  the  County  of  Cumberland  was  12.3.  Of  the  total 
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deaths  registered  in  the  area  59  were  patients  in  Garlands 
Hospital,  equal  to  14.9%  of  all  deaths  in  the  area.  As  has 
been  pointed  out  in  previous  reports  only  those  patients  in 
Garlands  who  have  been  inpatients  for  six  months  or  more 
are  counted  as  deaths  in  the  Border  area.  Those  dying 
within  six  months  of  admission  to  the  Hospital  are  trans- 
ferred to  the  area  of  previous  residence. 

Disease  of  the  Heart  and  Circulatory  System 

Deaths  from  conditions  under  this  heading  totalled  176 
representing  44.5%  of  all  deaths  in  the  district  as  compared 
with  50%  in  1960.  Over  the  past  number  of  years  deaths 
from  all  forms  of  heart  disease  have  always  been  at  a higher 
level  in  the  Border  area  than  in  the  country  generally  due 
chiefly  to  the  high  percentage  of  such  deaths  occurring  in 
patients  at  Garlands  Hospital. 

Deaths  from  Coronary  Heart  Disease  and  Angina  have 
been  increasing  throughout  the  country,  but  in  1961  there 
was  a considerable  reduction  of  such  deaths  in  the  Border 
area — 56  as  against  85  in  the  previous  year. 

Vascular  Lesions  of  the  Nervous  System 

Cerebral  haemorrhage  and  Thrombosis  accounted  for 
60  deaths,  equal  to  15.1%  of  all  deaths.  This  figure  com- 
pared with  14.2  in  1960,  but  is  still  well  below  the  National 
level. 

Cancer  Deaths. 

As  already  indicated  there  are  50  Cancer  deaths,  equal 
to  12  6%  of  all  deaths  which  is  a slight  increase  over  the 
rate  in  1960,  but  again  is  well  below  the  England  and  Wales 
figure. 

Diseases  of  the  Respiratory  System,  excluding  Tubercul- 
osis, accounted  for  32  deaths,  equal  to  8.1%  of  all  deaths. 
This  is  nearly  double  the  figure  for  previous  years  and  ap- 
proximates more  closely  to  the  National  rate. 

Deaths  from  Motor  Vehicle  accidents  amounted  to  11. 
4 more  than  in  1960  while  all  other  accidents  accounted  for 
9 deaths,  being  3 less  than  in  1960. 
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Causes  of  Death  as  given  by  the  Registrar  General,  1961 


Male  Female  Total 


1. 

Tubertculo&is — Respiratory 

2 

— 

2 

2. 

Tuberculosis — -Others  

— 

— 

— 

3. 

Syphilitic  Disease 

— 

— 

— 

4. 

Diphtheria  

— 

— 

— 

5. 

Whooping  Cough  

— 

— 

— 

6. 

Meningococcal  Infection 

— 

— 

— 

7. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

8. 

Measles  ...  ...  ...  

— 

— 

— 

9. 

Other  Infective  and  Parasite  Diseases 

— 

1 

1 

10. 

Malignant  Neoplasm — Stomach  

3 

5 

8 

11. 

Malignant  Neoplasm — Lung,  Bronchus 

8 

1 

9 

12. 

Malignant  Neoplasm — Breast  

— 

3 

3 

13. 

Malignant  Neoplasm — ^Uterus  

— 

2 

2 

14. 

Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasms 

9 

16 

25 

15. 

Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia  

1 

2 

3 

16. 

Diabetes 

4 

1 

5 

17. 

Vascular  lesion  of  the  Nervous  System 

16 

44 

60 

18. 

Coronary  disease — Angina 

36 

20 

56 

19. 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 

5 

5 

10 

20. 

Other  Heart  Diseases 

33 

60 

93 

21. 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

12 

5 

17 

22. 

Influenza  

3 

2 

5 

23. 

Pneumonia 

10 

11 

21 

24. 

Bronchitis 

6 

4 

10 

25. 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

1 

— 

1 

26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

2 

1 

3 

27. 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 

2 

1 

3 

28. 

Nephritis  and  Ntphrosis 

1 

1 

29. 

Hyoerolasia  of  Prostate 

— 

— 

— 

30. 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion 

— 

— 

— 

31. 

Congenital  Malformations 

1 

1 

2 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

9 

21 

30 

33. 

Motor  Veh’cle  Accidents 

8 

3 

11 

34. 

All  other  accidents  

4 

5 

9 

35. 

Suicide 

2 

1 

3 

36. 

Homicide  and  Operations  of  War  

1 

— 

1 

179  216  395 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
FOR  THE  AREA 

Laboratory  Services. 

All  necessary  facilities  are  provided  by  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  service  at  the  Cumberland  Infirmary,  Dr.  J.  S. 
Faulds  being  the  Consultant  Pathologist  and  Dr.  D.  G. 
Davies  the  Consultant  Bacteriologist. 

I would  again  record  my  grateful  thanks  to  these  gentle- 
men and  their  staff  for  the  excellent  co-operation  and  help 
given  so  freely  during  the  year. 

Ambulance  Facilities 

The  County  Coirndl,  as  the  Local  Health  Authority 
provides  and  administers  all  Ambulance  Services.  An 
ambulance  based  at  Kirklinton  serves  the  Northern  area  while 
the  rest  of  the  district  is  served  from  Carlisle.  In  addition 
an  Infectious  Disease  ambulance  is  provided  at  Longtown 
Hospital  and  “Sitting  Case”  cars  are  available  throughout 
the  district. 

Nursing  in  the  Home. 

The  County  Council  provides  all  the  necessary  services 
including  District  Nurses,  Midwives,  Health  Visitors  and 
Home  Helps.  There  are  44  Home  Helps  on  the  register  being 
3 more  than  the  previous  year  and  there  are  11  District 
Nurses,  who,  in  the  majority  of  cases  also  act  as  Midwives 
and  do  health  visiting  as  well. 

Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres: 

There  has  been  no  change  in  such  facilities,  there  being 
two  County  Clinics  in  the  area,  namely: — 


School  Clinics 

Brampton — 1st  and  3rd  Fridays. 

10 — 12  noon. 

Carlisle  — 2nd  and  4th  Wednesdays, 
10 — 12  noon 


Child  Welfare  and 
Immunisation  Clinics. 
1st  and  3rd  Fridays, 

2 — 4 p.m. 


2nd  and  4th  Wednesdays, 


2 — 4 p.m. 
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In  addition.  Eye,  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  and  Orthopaedic 
Specialist  Clinics  are  held  at  14  Portland  Square  at  regular 
intervals  throughout  the  year. 

Additional  Poliomyelitis  Vaccination  sessions  were  held 
in  both  Clinics  during  the  year. 

Dental  Clinics  are  also  held  at  Brampton,  Longtown  and 
Carlisle  every  week. 


SANTTARY  aRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 
Water  Supplies. 

In  accordance  with  the  Carlisle  Water  Order  all  Water 
Undertakings  of  the  Border  Rural  District  Council  were  taken 
over  by  the  Carlisle  Corporation  on  1st  April,  1961. 

Prior  to  this  date  regular  sampling  of  the  water  supplies 
was  carried  out  and  submitted  for  bacteriological  examina- 
tion with  the  following  results: — 

Excellent  ...  30=85.3% 

Unsatisfactory  ...  4=11.7% 

Three  samples  were  also  examined  for  radio  activity 
and  all  were  reported  as  radio-biologically  inactive. 

I am  indebted  to  'Mr. ' W.  Skerry,  Engineer,  for  the 
following  report  on  water  and  sewerage  improvements  carried 
out  during  1961. 

Water 

1.  Low  House  Water  Supply 

The  work  of  providing  this  main  adjoining  the  area  of 
the  Penrith  Rural  District  was  completed  by  March,  1961 

2.  Crew  Fell  Water  Supply. 

This  work  commenced  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  was 
completed  by  the  beginning  of  May,  1961,  and  provided 
a supply  in  the  Penton  area  as  far  as  Old  Hall. 
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3. 


Brampton  Water  Supply 

The  installation  of  a booster  to  augment  the  Geltsdale 
supply  in  the  Brampton  area  was  largely  completed  by 
March,  1961. 

4.  Regrouping. 

Following  the  confirmation  by  the  Ministry  to  transfer 
the  Water  Undertaking  of  the  Border  Rural  District  to 
that  of  the  Carlisle  Corporation  effect  was  given  to  this 
as  and  from  the  1st  April,  1961,  and  since  then  the 
Council  have  ceased  to  have  any  active  interest  in  the 
field  of  water  supply. 


Sewerage. 

Longtown  Sewage  Disposal  Works 

Commencement  of  the  construction  of  a new  works  for 
Longtown  was  started  in  the  early  part  of  1961  and  by  the 
end  of  the  year  was  half  completed. 


Rockclilfe  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal  Works 

Work  on  this  village  scheme  commenced  in  November 
and  by  the  end  of  the  year  approximately  one-third  of  the 
new  sewers  were  completed.  No  work  was  commenced  on 
the  disposal  works. 

West  Hall  Sewage  Disposal  Works 

Delay  in  starting  this  work  was  largely  occasioned  by 
the  decease  of  the  then  owner,  since  then  the  property  has 
been  sold  and  delay  in  arranging  the  transfer  of  the  land 
required  for  this  small  wc^rks  was  held  up.  Work  was, 
however,  commenced  in  December. 

Houghton  Sewage  Disposal  Works. 

Work  of  extending  these  works  to  a size  originally  con- 
templated was  completed  by  the  end  of  June,  1961. 
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Dalston  Sewage  Disposal  Works. 

With  the  proposal  to  provide  a new  milk  factory  by  the 
Nestle  Co.  at  Dalston  the  question  of  trade  effluent  there 
from  and  the  resiting  of  the  existing  works  was  agreed  upon 
and  work  of  providing  a new  combined  works  was  started 
in  July. 
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Notifications  of  Infectious  Diseases,  1944-61 
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PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Notifications  of  Infectious  Diseases  totalled  595  com- 
pared with  114  in  1960  and  361  in  1959. 

Measles 

A total  of  571  cases  was  notified  compared  with  40  in 
1960  and  313  in  1959,  thus  conforming  to  the  usual  two  year 
cycle  of  Measles  epidemics.  To  my  knowledge  no  case  was 
admitted  to  hospital  and  there  were  no  deaths  from  this 
condition.  As  usual  most  of  the  cases  occurred  in  the  five 
and  under  age  group. 

Whooping  Cough 

There  was  only  one  case  notified  during  the  year  as 
opposed  to  54  cases  in  1960. 

In  my  1959  report  I commented  on  the  absence  of 
Whooping  Cough  notifications  in  that  year  and  stated  that  I 
thought  this  was  probably  due  to  the  increase  in  the  number 
of  young  children  protected  by  vaccination.  I also  feel  that 
many  young  children  have  very  mild  attacks  of  Whooping 
Cough  as  a result  of  this  protection,  and,  therefore,  no  doctor 
is  called  in.  During  the  year  469  infants  were  vaccinated 
against  this  disease. 

Scarlet  Fever 

Ten  cases  were  notified  compared  with  9 in  1960;  all 
were  of  a mild  nature  and  treated  at  home.  It  will  be  noted 
from  the  appropriate  chart  that  Scarlet  Fever  notifications 
have  shown  a considerable  fall  over  the  past  7 years. 

Pneumonia. 

Only  two  cases  were  notified  compared  with  7 in  1960 
and  both  occurred  in  the  45  to  55  years  old  age  group.  It 
will  be  noted,  however,  from  the  Registrar  General’s  table 
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of  ‘Cause  of  Death’  that  there  were  21  deaths  from  Pneu- 
monia, but  I would  point  out  that  not  all  forms  of  Pneumonia 
are  notifiable. 

EJysentery. 

Nine  cases  were  officially  notified  during  the  year,  eight 
occurring  in  a Children’s  Home.  A close  follow-up  of  all 
occupants  of  this  Home  showed  that  members  of  the  staff 
were  also  infected,  but  as  they  were  symptomless  carriers 
they  were  not  included  in  the  official  returns.  Very  strict 
precautions  were  carried  out  including  the  issue  of  paper 
towels  and  Roccal  solution  to  the  Home  in  question. 

In  one  other  Home  one  case  occurred  and  the  same 
precautions  were  carried  out  with  successful  results  in  that 
no  further  spread  occurred. 

Sonnei  Dysentery  must  be  considered  an  endemic  disease 
of  the  Country  generally  and  although  not  usually  a serious 
condition  can  cause  very  acute  symptoms  in  the  very  young 
and  very  old.  A great  deal  of  follow-up  work  is  usually 
involved  .in  such  outbreaks  and  whether  this  is  in  fact  justi- 
fiable is  questionable,  but  so  far  as  closed  communities  are 
con'^erned  I think  it  is  essential  that  close  supervision  and 
follow-up  of  all  possible  contacts  must  be  instituted  to  pre- 
vent the  spread  of  the  disease  outside  these  communities.  It 
was  found  in  above  outbreaks  that  cases  responded  well  to  a 
7 day  course  of  Acromycin  and  in  the  majority  of  cases  three 
negative  samples  were  obtained  within  7—10  days  of  cessation 
of  treatment. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  and  Vaccination. 

No  case  has  occurred  in  the  area  since  1957  when  one 
case  was  notified,  although  I would  point  out  that  four  cases 
occurred  in  other  parts  of  the  County  during  1961.  Notifica- 
tions of  Pci’omyelitis  in  England  and  Wales  were  double 
those  in  1960,  but  even  so  that  total  was  the  smallest  since 
the  outbreak  of  1947,  with  the  exception  of  1960-  Of  the 
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verified  total — 767  paralytic  and  179  non-paralytic — 59  died 
of  the  disease  giving  a 6.3%  mortality  rate.  The  vaccination 
of  all  age  groups  up  to  40  years  of  age  was  maintained 
throughout  the  year  and  indeed  at  the  request  of  the  Ministry 
of  Health  a fourth  injection  was  offered  to  all  children  aged 
from  5 to  12  years  who  had  already  received  three  injections. 
While  the  response  from  school  and  pre-school  children  was 
good  it  is  again  disappointing  to  report  a poor  response  in 
adults. 

Smallpox. 

No  case  or  known  contact  occurred  in  the  district  dur- 
ing the  year.  Primary  vaccination  and  revaccinations  were 
slightly  up  on  the  previous  year  as  shown  in  the  table  below — 


Vaccinations  against  Smallpox 


-1  yr. 

1 yr. 

2-4  yrs. 

14  yrs. 

15-1-  yrs. 

Total 

Primary 

359 

13 

7 

11 

10 

400 

Revaccinations 

— 1 

2 

10 

56 

69 

Diphtheria. 

For  the  thirteenth  successive  year  no  case  occurred  in 
the  District  and  it  is  now  15  years  since  a death  occurred 
from  this  disease  in  the  Border  area  and  indeed  the  whole 
of  the  County  of  Cumberland  has  had  no  case  of  Diphtheria 
for  the  last  13  years.  This  is  very  satisfactory  but  it  is  im- 
portant that  immunisation  against  the  disease,  including  the 
appropriate  booster  injections,  must  be  kept  at  a high  level. 
The  disease  is  still  a serious  one  with  a high  mortality  rate, 
e.g.  of  the  52  corrected  notifications  received  in  1961  in 
England  and  Wales  9 died  of  the  disease  giving  a mortality 
rate  of  over  17  %• 

During  the  year  the  following  number  of  children  were 
immunised  in  the  Border  District; — 

Primary  Immunisations,  all  ages 
Booster  Injections 


23 


482 

285 


Th:se  figures  show  a distinct  fall  over  previous  years  and 
this  was  mainly  due  to  the  fact  that  more  time  was  spent  in 
giving  fourth  Polio  Injections  as  had  been  requested  by  the 
Ministry  of  Health. 


Diphtheria — Notifications  and  Deaths  1945 — 1961 


Year 

England  and 

Wales 

Border  District 

Notifications 

Deaths  Notifications 

Deaths 

1945 

18,596 

722 

14 

1 

1946 

11,986 

472 

8 

1 

1947 

' 5,609 

244 

— 

— 

1948 

3,575 

156 

3 

— 

1949 

1,890 

84 

— 

— 

1950 

962 

49 

— 

— 

1951 

664 

33 

— 

— 

1952 

376 

32 

— 

— 

1953 

266 

23 

— 

— 

1954 

173 

9 

— 

— 

1955 

155 

13 

— 

— 

1956 

51 

8 

— 

— 

1957 

37 

6 

— 

— 

1958 

79 

8 

— 

— 

1959 

271 

— 

— 

— 

1960 

53 

5 

— 

— 

1961 

(Verified  Cases)  52 

9 

— 

— 
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Tetanus  Immunisation 

In  January,  1962,  immunisation  against  Tetanus  was 
offered  to  children  attending  schools  and  clinics  in  the  County 
The  course  consists  of  3 injections  of  Tetanus  Toxoid  and 
where  the  child  had  previously  received  Diphtheria  immun- 
isation, a combined  Diphtheria  Tetanus  Prophylactic  was 
used. 

In  the  Border  Rural  District  600  primary  immunisations 
were  given  together  with  137  booster  injections. 


Tuberculosis 

The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  new  cases  added 
to  the  Tuberculosis  Register  and  of  deaths  from  Tuberculosis 
during  1961: — 


New 

Cases 

Deaths 

Non- 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Respiratory  Respiratory 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

M. 

F.  M.  F. 

0 — 1 year 

1 — 5 years 

5 — 15  years 

15  — 25  years 

25  — 35  years 

4 

3 

_ _ 

_ 

_ _ _ 

35  — 45  years 

1 

— — 

1 

— — — 

45  — 55  years 

1 

1 

— 1 

— 

— — — 

55  — 65  years 

65  and  upwards 

2 

— 1 

1 

TOTALS 

8 

6 

— 2 

2 

— — — 

Of  the  16  cases  added  to  the  register  7 were  inward 
transfer  cases,  that  is  cases  already  notified  elsewhere  in  the 
country  but  who  had  moved  into  the  Border  area  during 
the  year. 

Of  the  9 new  cases  notified  6 referred  to  females,  4 being 
of  a resoiratory  infection  none  of  which  had  a positive  sputum 
and  2 non-respiratory,  that  is  gland  infection,  and  3 were 
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males  all  respiratory.  Seven  of  the  9 cases  were  admitted  to 
hospital  for  treatment. 

According  to  the  Registrar  General’s  figures  there  were 
two  deaths  from  Tuberculosis,  but  according  to  my  own 
records  three  cases  were  removed  from  the  register  owing 
to  death. 

During  the  year  the  following  cases  were  removed  from 
the  register  for  the  reasons  stated: — 

Died  3 

Left  the  District  2 

Recovered  9 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  on  the 
Tuberculosis  Register  at  31st  December,  1961.  The  total  of 


254  shows  an  increase  of  two  over  the  1960  figures: — 

Males  Females 

Total 

Pulmonary 

124 

94 

218 

Non-Pulmonary 

15 

21 

36 

TOTALS  

139 

115 

254 

Prevention  of  Tuberculosis 

(a)  Mass  Miniature  Radiography  Unit. 

The  Mobile  Radiography  Unit  paid  visits  as  usual  to 
the  district  during  the  year  and  the  result  of  these  visits  are 
shown  in  the  following  table.  No  new  case  was  discovered 
in  this  way  but  32  inactive  cases  were  found  and  in  addition 
162  other  abnormalities  were  brought  to  light.  I would  point 
out  that  not  all  the  latter  cases  required  active  treatment. 

It  is  again  disappointing  to  report  that  there  was  a fall 
of  nearly  450  in  the  total  attendances  at  these  special  sessions. 
Part  of  this  decrease  was  undoubtedly  due  to  the  fall  in  the 
total  labour  force  at  Spadeadam  during  the  year  and  the 
fact  that  Garlands  Hospital,  which  used  to  be  included  in 
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these  visits,  has  now  its  own  x-ray  plant  and  figures  for  this 
hospital  are  now  included  in  these  annual  returns. 

I would  again  stress  how  important  it  is  for  all  adults 
to  try  and  have  a yearly  x-ray  either  when  the  Unit  is  visiting 
their  own  district  or  by  attending  the  Static  Unit  in  Carlisle 
which  is  available  two  days  every  week  without  any  prior 
appointment.  Many  people  from  the  Border  area  do  in  fact 
make  use  of  this  latter  service,  but  no  figures  are  available 
of  such  cases. 

I would  again  like  to  thank  Dr.  Morton  and  his  staff 
for  their  help  and  co-operation  in  this  very  important  work. 


Mass  Radiography  Unit — Summary  of  Findings,  1960 


Total 

Numoer 

x-rayed. 

New 

active 

cases 

Inactive 

cases 

Other 

Abnor- 

malities 

Border  Council  Staff 

20 

— 

— 

— 

Brampton 

137 

— 

3 

6 

Dalston 

80 

— 

2 

7 

Longtown 

231 

— 

3 

15 

C.A.D. 

439 

— 

6 

25 

Cocklakes  (British  Plaster  Board) 

224 

— 

2 

10 

Border  Schools 

135 

— 

— 

— 

Spadeadam 

422 

— 

2 

16 

No.  14  Maintenance  Unit 

1420 

— 

16 

78 

Stead  McAlpine 

229 

— 

2 

5 

TOTAL 

2337 

— 

36 

162 

(b)  B.C.G.  Vaccination. 

The  B.C.G.  Vaccination  of  the  13-14  years  old  school 
children  with  prior  Mantoux  testing  was  continued  during 
the  year  and  the  following  table  shows  the  work  done  for  the 
whole  of  the  East  Cumberland  area  during  1961.  There  is 
also  an  additional  table  which  shows  the  results  of  Mantoux 
tests  over  the  past  6 years.  This  is  worthy  of  study  as  it  will 
be  noted  that  the  percentage  positive  to  the  Mantoux  test 
has  fallen  steadily  from  an  over-all  average  of  29%  in 
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1956  to  12.2%  in  1961.  This  marked  fall  in  positive  Man- 
toux  results  has  undoudtedly  been  partly  due  to  the  B.C.G. 
Vaccination  of  the  susceptible  young  age  group  and  the  fact 
that  there  is  better  treatment  of  the  positive  sputum  cases. 
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II  adjusted  to  include  private  school. 
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National  Assistance  Act,  1948 — Section  47. 

National  Assistance  (Amendment  Act)  1951 

No  action  was  necessary  under  Section  47  of  the  above 
Acts,  but  nine  old  people  were  reported  to  be  as  in  possible 
need  of  care  and  attention.  They  were  all  visited  and  as  a 
result  three  were  admitted  to  Part  III  Accommodation  on  a 
voluntary  basis,  three  were  admitted  to  Hospital  and  the 
remainder  were  kept  under  supervision  in  their  own  homes. 
In  two  cases  Home  Helps  were  provided  by  the  County 
Welfare  Authority. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH 
INSPECTOR  AND  HOUSING  MANAGER 


For  the  Year  Ending  31st  December,  1961 

To  the  Border  Rural  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

1 beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  ending 
31  St  December,  1961. 

On  the  31st  October  your  previous  Chief  Public  Health 
Inspector  and  Housing  Officer,  Mr.  J.  S.  Watson,  M.B.E., 
retired  after  serving  in  that  capacity  since  the  formation  of 
the  Council  in  April,  1934.  He  actually  ceased  duty  on  the  30th 
April  for  medical  reasons,  and  as  his  deputy  I assumed 
responsibility  for  carrying  on  his  duties  until  my  appointment 
as  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  on  1st  November. 

The  Council  at  that  time  took  the  opportunity  of  making 
certain  rearrangement  of  duties  and  to  my  post  were  added 
the  duties  of  Housing  Manager.  My  predecessor’s  respon- 
sibili.ies  for  the  building  of  new  houses  were  handed  over  to 
Mr.  J.  Wannop,  who  was  appointed  the  Council’s  Estates 
Officer.  For  clerical  and  administrative  purposes  the  Estates 
Department  are  accommodated  within  the  Public  Health 
Department  and  this  arrangement  has  worked  successfully. 
Close  co-operation  is  necessary  between  the  two  departments 
especially  in  looking  after  the  Council’s  houses,  as  in  practice 
the  Estates  Department  carry  out  all  repairs  to  Council 
property  while  my  concern  is  with  the  letting  of  houses  and 
dealing  with  tenants. 

The  absence  from  duty  from  the  30th  April  of  my  pre- 
decessor meant  a great  deal  of  additional  work,  but  by  the 
end  of  the  year  another  assistant  inspector  had  been  appointed 
and  he  was  due  to  commence  work  in  January,  1962. 

I should  like  to  put  on  record  my  appreciation  of  the 
help  and  support  of  the  Council  at  all  times,  the  staff  of  other 
departments,  and  the  support  and  loyalty  of  my  own  staff. 
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HOUSING 


New  Building 

During  the  year  195  houses  were  built,  59  by  the  Council 
and  136  privately.  Comparison  with  the  previous  5 years  is 
given  below: 


Year 

Council 

PrivcAQ 

Total 

1956 

80 

52 

132 

1957 

57 

33 

90 

1958 

34 

37 

71 

1959 

52 

63 

115 

1960 

46 

185 

231 

The  59  houses  completed  by  the  Council  were  at  the 
following  places: — 

Brampton 

Thirty-two  houses  on  the  Stanley  Road  Estate,  2! 
of  these  have  2 bedrooms  and  1 1 have  3 bedrooms. 

Gt.  Orton 

Four  one-bedroomed  pensioners’  bungalows  to  com- 
plete the  Custy  Steps  Estate. 

Longtown 

Eleven  houses  on  the  Mallsknowe  Estate  in  English 
Street.  Two  are  bed/sitters,  four  are  1 bedroomed 
pensioners’  bungalows,  four  are  2 bedroomed  houses  and 
there  is  a 3 bedroomed  house.  This  estate  has  been 
developed  on  land  purchased  and  cleared  of  unfit  houses. 

Cargo 

Twelve  houses  on  the  Applegarth  Estate.  Two  are 
1 bedroomed  pensioners’  bungalows,  four  are  2 bed- 
roomed houses  and  four  are  3 bedroomed  houses. 
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The  Council  now  own  1106  houses,  details  of  which 
given  below; — 

P.  e-war  houses  

149 

War  time  programme 

14 

Arcon  Prefabs  ...  

35 

Swedish  Timber  ...  

8 

Airey  

68 

Post  war  traditional  type 

688 

Post  war  pensioners  bungalows  .... 

47 

Flats  ..,  ....  

54 

Fla's  (Pensioners)  ...  

24 

Old  houses  purchased  and  improved 

19 

Several  of  the  flats,  prefabs  and  older  houses,  although 
not  specifically  built  for  that  purpose,  are  used  for  housing 
old  persons. 


Improyement  Grants 

The  number  of  discretionary  grants  approved  showed 
a welcome  increase  over  the  previous  year,  but  standard  grants 
showed  some  decline. 


Discretionary  Grants 


1961 


1960 


Applications  received  50  (58  houses)  37  (41  houses) 


Applications  approved  48  (56  houses) 
Imp 'ovemenis completed  31  (39  houses) 
Value  of  works 


37  (43  houses) 
22  (23  houses) 


approved 

Value  of  grants 

£55,020 

£33,422 

approved 

£20,273 

£13,958 

idard  Grants 

Applications  received 

48 

63 

Applications  approved 

49 

57 

Improvements  completed 

40 

32 

As  in  previous  years  the  interest  in  grants  is  mainly  from 
owner/occupiers  and  very  few  applications  are  received  from 
owners  wishing  to  improve  houses  available  for  letting,  except 
from  estate  owners,  farmers  and  others  who  wish  to  improve 
cottages  for  employees. 

The  coming  into  force  of  the  Housing  Act.  1961,  in 
November  did  make  a financial  inducement  to  owners  by 
altering  the  permitted  annual  rent  increase  for  improvements 
from  8 per  cent,  to  12}  per  cent.,  and  it  is  hoped  that  this  will 
result  in  more  applications  coming  forward.  I feel,  however, 
that  the  tenants  of  older  houses  are  so  accustomed  to  unrealis- 
tically low  rents  that  a great  deal  of  persuasion  v/ill  be 
required  to  make  tenants  feel  it  is  worth  while  to  pay  the 
permitted  increases  and  to  make  owners  believe  that  houses 
can  be  a worthwhile  investment. 

At  present  even  with  the  limited  number  of  applications 
which  a’‘e  received  there  is  a great  deal  of  time  spent  on  this 
work.  The  first  step  in  nearly  all  cases  is  a visit  from  one  of 
the  department’s  officers  to  discuss  with  the  applicant  what 
can  be  done,  and  outline  schedules  of  works  are  supplied  in 
many  cases.  Much  valuable  ground  work  is  done  in  this 
rcianner,  but  until  all  owners  and  occupiers  are  convinced  of 
the  necessity  to  improve  older  houses,  at  best  the  eTorts  seem 
sporadic  and  without  a clear  pattern. 

SLUM  CLEARANCE 

Clearance  Areas  (Housing  Act,  1957,  Sect.  42) 

No  new  clearance  areas  were  declared  during  the  year, 
but  one  area  at  Brampton  (Market  Place)  still  remains  to  be 
cleared.  This  was  held  up  by  the  difficulty  in  housing  one 
tenant,  but  it  is  anticipated  that  this  will  be  shortly  resolved. 

Individual  Unfit  Houses  (Sects.  9 and  16) 

No  notices  were  served  under  Sect.  9 during  the  year 
while  43  were  served  under  Sect.  16  in  regard  to  unht  houses 
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not  regarded  as  capable  of  repair  at  reasonable  cost.  The 
following  table  summarises  the  position: — 


Notices  served  under  Sect.  16 

43 

Demolition  Orders  made  ... 

...-  10 

Closing  Orders  made 

28 

Undertakings  accepted 

4 

Houses  demolished 

16 

All  action  was  not  cleared  up  by  the  end  of  the  year  and 
tliese  figures  always  show  a “carry  over”  from  one  year  to 
another. 

In  addition  9 houses  purchased  by  the  Council  in  con- 
nection with  redevelopment  schemes  v/ere  demolished  during 
the  year. 

The  programme  of  Slum  Clearance  has  proceeded  stead- 
ily each  year  since  its  inception  in  1956,  but  the  rate  of  clear- 
ance depends  on  the  building  of  new  houses,  and  I would  like 
to  see  a stepping  up  of  the  rate  of  building  for  this  purpose, 
as  wo  may  be  falling  behind  in  the  programme  originally  laid 
down. 


Overcrowding 

No  specific  survey  has  been  made  since  1936,  but  whilst 
the  problem  is  not  serious,  there  is  nevertheless  a hardcore 
of  overcrowded  families,  some  of  which  are  in  Council  owned 
houses  where  a common  pattern  is  for  sons  or  daughters  to 
get  married  and  continue  “hving  in”.  From  routine  inspec- 
tions made  the  number  of  statutorily  overcrowded  houses  is 
approximately  35,  which  seems  to  rema^in  a constant  figure, 
even  though  a certain  number  is  relieved  every  year  by 
re-housing  by  the  Council.  The  only  solution  is  by  the  pro- 
vision of  more  Council  houses,  but  even  so  the  standard  laid 
down  in  the  Housing  Act,  1957,  is  admittedly  very  low,  a’’ 
if  the  more  realistic  standard  of  bedroom  deficiency  is 
adopted  the  problem  will  be  with  us  for  very  many  years  to 
come. 
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HOUSING  MANAGEMENT 

At  ths  end  of  the  year  there  were  870  housing  applicants 
on  the  Council’s  waiting  list.  It  has  been  the  practice  in  the 
past  to  review  the  list  triennially  wliich  generally  reduces  the 
number  by  one-third  owing  to  removals  and  other  causes. 
It  is  due  for  review  again  in  1962.  It  must  be  allowed 
however,  that  the  waiting  list  does  not  reflect  the  true  housing 
shartage,  and  it  is  inflated  by  applications  from  persons  who 
are  already  well  housed. 

During  the  year,  41  vacancies  occurred  in  Council  Houses 
which  together  with  the  59  new  houses  completed,  meant  the 
re-housing  of  100  families.  The  opportunity  was  taken  to 
effect  a number  of  transfers  to  make  sure  houses  are  occupied 
by  the  right  sized  families.  A great  deal  still  needs  to  be 
done  in  this  field  and  persuasion  is  applied  whenever  possible. 
This  is  a most  difficult  problem  as  on  the  one  hand  the 
Council  wish  to  see  their  houses  used  to  the  best  advantage, 
yet  older  people  like  to  cling  to  the  house  they  have  lived 
in  for  many  years,  even  after  their  families  have  grown  up 
and  left  home. 

Visits  in  connection  wi^h  the  investigation  of  applications 
for  Council  houses  were  329,  and  348  visits  were  made  to 
estates  in  connection  with  the  numerous  problems  which  crop 

up. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH 
Notices 

No  statutory  notices  were  served  during  the  year  under 
the  Public  Health  Act,  but  four  Informal  Notices  were  served. 


Drainage  and  Water  Closets 

New  dra’nage  schemes  and  water  closets  have  been  pro- 
vided at  67  p-emises,  1 1 of  which  are  to  Council’s  sewers  and 
56  to  cesspools.  One  system  previously  draining  to  a cess- 
pool has  now  been  connected  to  the  Council’s  sewer. 
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Caravans 


At  the  end  of  the  year  19  sites  were  licensed  under  the 
Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act,  1960,  which 
provided  accommodation  for  57  caravans.  Of  these  sites,  14 
were  for  single  caravans  licensed  for  short  term  periods  vary- 
ing from  1 to  5 years  and  used  mainly  for,  residential  pur- 
pcses.  The  other  5 sites  were  licensed  to  meet  the  need 
of  holiday  caravans;  4 have  seasonal  use  (Marcli  to  October) 
only,  and  on  one  all  year  round  camping  is  permitted.  Of 
these  5 sites,  1 is  licensed  for  three  years,  2 for  five  years, 
one  for  10  years  and  1 has  an  indelinite  period. 

The  time  limits  imposed  on  caravan  site  licenses  are 
governed  entirely  by  the  planning  permission  in  force,  and  it 
is  most  unfortunate  that  for  holiday  sites  such  permissions 
should  be  limited  to  a short  period  like  five  years.  The  model 
standards  issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local 
Government  give  the  lead  to  a local  authority  to  achieve  good 
amenities  on  these  sites,  but  there  is  great  reluctance  on  the 
part  of  a site  operator  to  provide  permanent  buildings  in 
these  eircumstances.  The  fact  that  a planning  permission  may 
be  renewed  at  the  end  of  five  years  for  another  like  period 
does  not  really  help. 

There  is  a demand  for  a few  well-run  holiday  sites  in 
the  district,  but  I think  the  operator  is  entitled  to  know  he  has 
a reasonably  long  security  of  tenure  to  make  the  provision  of 
the  necessary  amenities  worth-while. 

One  difficulty  which  has  arisen  is  tlie  letting  of  pilches 
on  Seasonal  sites  to  oceupiers  of  residential  caravans.  There 
has  been  a demand  for  such  pitches  by  persons  working  in 
the  area  on  constructional  contracts,  and  it  is  obviously  more 
profitable  for  a site  operator  to  have  his  pitches  continuously 
occupied.  The  difficulty  arises  on  the  31st  October  in  each 
year  when  the  site  should  be  cleared  and  hardship  is  pleaded 
on  behalf  of  the  occupiers.  If  the  local  authority  insists  on 
the  site  being  cleared  then  the  occupiers  of  eaiavans  have 
nowhere  else  to  go  and  the  authority  is  plaeed  in  a bad  light. 
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On  the  other  hand  if  the  authority  turn  a blind  eye  to  the 
situation  the  law  in  flouted  to  the  profit  of  the  site  oj^erator. 

Refuse  Collection 

No  major  changes  were  made  in  the  scheme  of  refuse 
collection  during  the  year  and  refuse  is  collected  by  three 
S & D fore  and  aft  freighters  working  full  time  with  a Dennis 
side  loader  working  part-time  and  a Karrier  side  loader  as 
spare.  The  replacement  of  the  oldest  vehicle  is  now  required. 
The  cost  of  refuse  collection  continues  to  rise,  although  a 
kerbside  collection  is  no  doubt  the  most  economical.  It  is, 
however,  nowadays  considered  to  be  an  obsolete  method,  and 
collection  from  the  rear  of  houses  is  practised  by  nearly  90% 
of  authorities.  A change  to  such  a method  would,  however, 
result  in  perhaps  50%  increase  in  costs. 

I am  not  altogether  satisfied  about  the  methods  of  dis- 
posal of  refuse.  The  Council  operate  12  refuse  tips,  which 
are  perhaps  only  in  use  one  or  two  days  a week.  They  are 
conTolled  by  mechanical  levelling  but  it  is  impossible  to 
have  the  refuse  levelled  and  covered  the  same  day  as  it  is 
tipped  as  should  be  done  under  proper  controlled  tipping. 
A step  in  the  right  direction  would  be  to  reduce  the  number 
of  tips  and  increase  the  carrying  capacity  of  vehicles  by  fitting 
compression  devices. 

Salvage 

The  amount  of  waste  paper  collected  and  disposed  of 
dunnq  the  financial  year  was  27  tons  2 cwts.,  a decrease  of  (S 
tons  on  the  previous  year.  The  sale  of  waste  paper  is  not  a 
profitable  undertaking,  but  it  does  clear  away  material  that 
would  raise  problems  of  disposal. 
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STATEMENT  OF  EXPENDITURE  AND  INCOME- 
REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  SALVAGE 


Year  Ended  31st  March, 

, 1962 

Expenditure 

£ 

s 

d 

(1960/61) 

Wages 

7574 

11 

0 

(£6770) 

Refuse  Tips,  Rents  and  Maintenance 

387 

13 

3 

( 392) 

Vehicles  ... 

3190 

11 

3 

( 3242) 

Advertising 

33 

11 

6 

( 96) 

Scotby  Depot — proportion  of  expenses 

622 

4 

0 

( 493) 

Other  Expenses 

1043 

16 

5 

( 640) 

£12852 

7 

5 

(11637) 

Income 


Sale  of  salvage  

...  183 

5 

0 

( 

252) 

Miscellaneous  Income  ... 

27 

6 

0 

( 

30) 

£210 

11 

0 

( 

282) 

FOOD 

Slaughterhouses  and  Inspection  of  Meat 

There  are  nine  butchers  whose  premises  are  situated  in 
the  district,  but  only  four  of  these  had  licensed  slaughterhouses, 
the  remainder  slaughtering  at  the  Public  Slaughterhouse  in 
Carlisle. 

The  Minister  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  has  fixed  1st 
January,  1962,  as  the  date  on  which  the  regulations  concern- 
ing the  construction  of  slaughterhouses  shall  come  into  force 
in  this  district.  None  of  the  slaughterhouses  complied  with 
these  regulations  at  the  end  of  1961,  but  in  one  case  work  was 
put  in  hand  to  bring  the  premises  up  to  the  standard. 

Consequently  for  the  time  being  at  any  rate,  no  slaughter- 
ing will  take  p’ace  in  this  district,  and  all  butchers  will  rely 
on  the  facilities  afforded  by  the  Public  Slaughterhouse  in 
Carlisle. 
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The  following  is  a summary  of  the  meat  inspection  carried 
out.  It  will  be  seen  that  a high  percentage  of  cattle  have 
some  part  or  organ  condemned.  This  is,  to  a large  extent, 
duq  to  cirrhosis  of  the  liver  caused  by  the  prevalence  of  liver 
fluke.  Generally  speaking  meat  sold  in  the  area  is  of  a very 
high  quality  indeed. 


Inspection  of  Meat,  1961 


Cattle  excluding 

Sheep  & 

Cows 

Cows 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Numbers  inspected 

342 

14 

1803 

238 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis: 

Whole  carcases  condemned  ... 
Carcases  of  which  some  part 

— 

1 

17 

* 

or  organ  was  condemned 

185 

— 

158 

1 

Percentage 

Tuberculosis  only: 

54.1% 

7.1% 

9.7% 

0.42% 

Whole  carcases  condemned  ... 
Carcases  of  which  some  part 

— 

— 

— 

— 

or  organ  was  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Percentage 

Cysticercus  Bo  vis  only: 

Carcase  of  which  some  part  or 

0.42% 

organ  was  condemned  ... 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Carcases  submitted  for  treat- 

ment  by  refrigeration  ... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Generalised  and  totally  con- 

demned  ...  ..j 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Percentage 

0.58% 

— 

— 

— 

A total  of  3,843  lbs.  of  meat  was  condemned. 

Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949 
Milk  (Special  Designations)  Regulations,  1960 

This  Council  remains  the  authority  for  registration  of  all 
dairies,  odier  than  dairy  farms,  and  of  distributors  of  milk. 
The  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Regulations,  1960,  however, 
transferred  the  power  to  issue  Dealer’s  licences  for  graded 
milk  to  the  County  Council,  which  is  somewhat  confusing  tc 
the  Dealer,  especially  as  the  County  Council  have  asked  the 
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District  Council  to  carry  out  the  practical  inspection  work  on 
their  behalf. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  18  dairymen  registered. 

FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 
PART  1 OF  THE  ACT 

1.  Inspections  for  Purposes  of  Provisions  as  to  Health. 

Number  of 


Number  Occupiers 


Premises 

on 

Regi.ster 

Inspec- 

tions 

Written 

Notices 

Pros- 

ecuted 

(i) 

Factories  in  which  Sections 

1,  2,  3,  4,  and  6 are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Autho- 
rities ... 

7 

3 

(ii) 

Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

74 

6 

1 

(iii) 

Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 
out-workers’  premises) 

25 

10 

2 

TOTAL  ... 

106 

19 

3 

— 

43 


2.  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found. 


Number  of  cases  in  which  Number 
defects  were  found  of 

Cases  in 

Referred  which  pros- 
to  by  ecutions 
Reme-  H.M.  In-  H.M.  In-  were 

Particulars  Found  died  spector  spector  instituted 

Want  of  Cleanliness  (S.l.)  — — — — — 

Overcrowding  (S.2.)  ...  — — — — — 

Unreasonable  tempera- 
ture (S.3.)  ...  ...  — — — — — 

Inadequate  Ventilation 

(S.4.)  - - - - - 

Ineffective  Drainage  of 

Floors  (S.6.)  — — — — — 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient  ...  2 2 — — — 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defec- 

tive ...  ...  1 1 — — — 

(c)  Not  separate  for 

sexes  ...  ...  — — - — — — 

Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including  Off- 
ences relating  to  Out- 
work) ...  ...  ...—  — — — — 

TOTAL  ...  3 3 — — — 


Under  Part  8 of  the  Act,  there  were  no  registered  Outworkers. 

KNACKERS  YARDS 

The  two  Knackers  Yards  in  the  district  were  botli  con- 
ducted in  a satisfactory  manner  during  the  year. 

PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT- 
RODENT  CONTROL 

The  Council  retain  the  services  of  a full  time  rodent 
operator,  who,  when  he  is  not  carrying  out  treatments,  is 
employed  in  routine  inspxtions  on  agricultural  holdings. 
Very  few  cases  of  major  infestation  arc  now  discovered  owing 
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to  the  constant  control  which  can  be  established  by  the  use 
of  Warfarin  poison. 

PETROLEUM  ACTS 

52  Visits  were  made  in  connection  with  petroleum 
ins'allation.  At  the  end  of  the  year  102  licences  to  store 
petroleum  spirit  were  in  force.  i 
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SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS  AND  VISITS  MADE  BY 
PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTORS 

Houses  inspected  under  Housing  Acts  and  Public  Health  Acts  626 

Houses  inspected  re.  proposals  for  re-conditioning 22 

Houses  inspected  re.  dirty  conditions  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Houses  inspected  re.  Discretionary  Grants  ...  ...  ...  187 

Houses  inspected  re.  Standard  Grants  ...  ...  ...  201 

Houses  inspected  for  subsidy  under  Housing  (Financial  Pro- 
visions) Acts  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Nuisances  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  57 

Existing  Drainage  systems  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  98 

Proposals  for  new  drainage  works  ...  . . ...  ...  72 

New  drainage  works,  inspected  and  tested  ...  ...  ...  83 

Watercourses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Caravans  and  Camping  Sites  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  34 

Refuse  Collection  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  75 

Knackers  Yards  5 

Public  Conveniences  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Dangerous  Buildings  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Factories  Acts  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  19 

Shops  Acts  20 

Food  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  36 

Ice  Cream  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Milk  Sampling  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Meat  Inspection  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  ...  361 

Casualty  Slaughter  on  Farms  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Licenced  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Litter  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Public  Halls  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Petroleum  Regulations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  52 

Visits  paid  to  housing  applicants  ...  ...  ...  ...  329 

Repair  and  management  of  Council  Houses  ...  ...  ...  348 

Other  Council  Property  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  6 

Lodging  houses  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  3 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ..  • . ..  ..  34 

I am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

JOHN  HILL. 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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